Stowmarket Town Pastors Celebrate Two Years of Caring on the Streets

Stowmarket Town Pastors marked their second anniversary in December with a celebration to thank all those who have supported them over the last year. 

Based in the town, the Pastors patrol on Fridays and some other nights between 8pm until late. 

Their brief is to encourage an atmosphere of peace, calm and safety in the areas where often, young people gather to socialise, eat, drink and sometimes race around the town in cars. The Pastors are there to care for and support, non-judgmentally, those who might be vulnerable by way of age, drink or drugs.  They try to build relationships with anyone who is out on the streets, as well as the police and people who work in the town at night. Their patrols include from the railway station to the Regal Cinema and on to the Recreation Ground. 

The Pastors carry bottles of water and sweets and can offer basic first aid if needed.  They try to ensure safe arrangements are made for people who might have difficulty getting home.  This could include contacting parents or friends; giving flip flops to ladies who can’t cope with their high heels or escorting them to a train; staying with people until help arrives, which in serious cases could be paramedics or an ambulance. 

Listening, and offering advice when asked is often all that is required. 

Although they are not litter pickers, the Pastors do remove glass bottles, alcohol cans or any items that could potentially be dangerous and they encourage under-age drinkers to discard their alcohol.

Town Pastors are increasingly well accepted by all whom they meet and their presence is shown to have a markedly calming effect, discouraging violence, petty crime and other anti-social behaviour.

The Pastors are Christian volunteers, from various churches in and around Stowmarket, who undergo training on basic life support, safeguarding, drugs & alcohol, dealing with challenging behaviour and personal safety. 

Most importantly, the work could not continue without the invaluable support of the forty or so members of the Team, who collectively are Stowmarket Town Pastors.

The teams are always looking for more volunteers – Pastors, Base Pray-ers or Home Prayers and would encourage anyone interested in joining them to contact the Co-ordinator.  Email info@stowmarkettownpastors.org.uk or phone 07850 310411.  Or for more information visit the website www.stowmarkettownpastors.org.uk 

